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~ MINISTER’S MESSAGE ~
“Getting to Know Each Other More Deeply and to Serve Christ More Faithfully”
Over these last several months we may have learned some things about each other that we did not know
before. Highlanders have different points of view about many things and attention to matters of racial equity
brought out some of those differences. There are certainly other issues about which people of faith may well see
things differently. Rather than pretend that we are all the same, which is not true, getting to know each other’s
views and passions would create deeper community. The purpose would not be to change each other but to
appreciate each other, to understand each other.
Somewhere within this issue of the Highlights you will find a copy of “Seeking to Be Faithful Together:
Guidelines for Presbyterians in Times of Disagreement.” We will be making wide use of this excellent resource
to help us all. These guidelines will help you in your own relationships as well as in any groups with which you
are a part. I read through these during my comments at our Annual Meeting last Sunday, January 31.
I think they are important because I hope that the church can be an example to the larger community in
modeling civility. We should be experts in civil discourse. Because of the presence of God’s Holy Spirit in and
with us and because of the Lord of the Church, Jesus Christ, we can do this! We will do this! It is our calling as
those who “exhibit the kingdom of heaven to the world” (“Great Ends of the Church,” Book of Order,
F-1.0304).
Highlanders will continue to follow the gospel in its entirety which includes “fixing the broken pieces of
the world” and you are invited to share your visions and dreams with the Elders on Session. Perhaps there are
others who would join you in your passion about some Gospel initiative. The church is a collection of Christ
followers who serve together to realize the realm of God on earth. The “field is ripe for the harvest but the
laborers are few” (Matthew 9:37).
The church can explore with you, it can equip and empower you, and it can provide others to join with
you in how Christ is calling you to serve. We will appreciate each other’s passions and callings for ministry in
all of their diversity. We are all trying to be faithful to the call of Christ and the leading of Christ in how to
realize the new earth here and now.
In the meantime we will continually strive to “make every effort to maintain the unity of the spirit in the
bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3).
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Click here to see entire article:
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/Seeking-to-be-Faithful-Together-Guidelines-for-Presbyterians
-in-Times-of-Disagreement-1.pdf
www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament
By P. Lynn Miller

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/bible-study/into-the-light/

This is another devotion/study that Pastor Ray will be using
in his Sunday Worship Messages.

For over 70 years “One Great Hour of Sharing” has provided Presbyterians a way to
share God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world. In a world of disaster,
hunger, and oppression, millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources,
clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. The three programs supported by
One Great Hour of Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian
Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People - all work in different ways to serve
individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing
community development, their work fits together to provide people with safety,
sustenance, and hope.
This special offering will be received during the season of Lent from Ash Wednesday
(February 16) through Easter Sunday (April 4). To contribute either write a check with
OGHS on the memo line or use the online giving app on the HPC website. Please give
generously.

www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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SESSION NOTES—JANUARY 2021
The Session took the following actions at the January 19, 2021 meeting:


Approved minutes, commission reports, and financial reports



Arranged for Communion to be held virtually during the February 7, 2021 worship service using the
Zoom platform. Congregants will provide their own elements.



Continued the discernment dialogue regarding the topic “what it looks like to move forward and
reconcile as a church family.” Reverend Meute will write an article addressing this topic for the Annual
Congregational Meeting packet.



Continued the discussion of conditions that must be met fully in order to return to worshipping in the
sanctuary. Based upon the most current health metrics, the virtual format for worship will continue until
further notice. This status will continue to be monitored frequently.



Welcomed new Session members.



Reorganized the Session into six commissions for 2021 and added a seventh commission for technology.



Received the Sunday School report and reviewed the curriculum topic of studying the life of Jesus
according to Luke that will be covered during the upcoming weeks.



Reviewed and discussed the current status of pledge commitments that have been received for 2021.
Continued the monitoring of the 2021 budget. Examined the shortfall in loose offering that is related to
not being able to worship in the sanctuary due to current Covid-19 guidelines.



Examined and discussed the Mission Study Task Force report recommendations.



Approved the Threads of Hope request to resume on-site distributions beginning April 10, 2021 predicated
on Covid-19 metrics allowing this to occur.



Called a special Session meeting for Saturday, January 23, 2021 to receive and deliberate the findings of
the “Relationship with the Presbytery” Task Force. This special Session meeting was held and the report
from this Task Force will appear in the Annual Congregational Meeting packet.



Reviewed the church officer training for new and current officers that has been conducted during January,
2021.



Approved the request for a carry-out spaghetti dinner on Saturday, March 20, 2021 the proceeds of
which will support our Camp Porcupine mission trip.



Received the report from Reverend Meute about his participation in the “Emotional Health and Human
Relations/Interactions” seminar. The registration fee for this seminar was paid in full by the Baltimore
Presbytery.



Prepared for the Annual Congregational Meeting and practiced specific Zoom platform procedures.



Endorsed the upcoming periodic review of the Endowment Fund and added this responsibility to the
Budget and Finance commission.



Assigned each Session member a column of names from the church directory to call periodically. The
purpose for theses calls is to reach out and maintain contact, and to garner prayer concerns.



Celebrated the good news that former intern, Steele Glenn, passed his recent exams and has met with the
Baltimore Presbytery’s Committee on Preparation for Ministry.

www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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Deacons’ Meeting ~
January 12, 2021


The Deacons began the new year 2021 by welcoming two new members to the board, Susan
Summerfield and Pam Tarbert, as well as Carolyn McCallum returning for another 3-year term.
There is one vacancy this year. At the January meeting, jobs and duties were assigned.



Each Deacon was reassigned a different Highland Directory page for this coming year. Deacons will
be calling those on their list to check in with the families and maintaining the church community,
especially important during this pandemic.



The Deacons have taken on a new mission called “Highland Cares”, which is funded by a grant.
Highland Deacons will be working in partnership with the local justice system, where children,
preschool through high school, suffering from grief, trauma, illness, family insecurity, etc. will be
identified through counselors and applications. Deacon, Betsy Adams, has volunteered to provide the
Highland Church leadership for this mission and she is already hard at work getting brochures out to
the area schools, community groups and scout troops, and assembling “Sunshine Boxes” for the first
10 identified children. The Sunshine Boxes will contain comfort items such as a comfy blanket, a
stuffed animal, age-appropriate crafts, and a journal with a pencil inscribed with “You Are Not
Alone”. The purpose of the mission is to provide comfort to a child who is suffering emotionally and
assure them that there are people in their community who care about them.

Officers & Jobs Assigned for 2021
Moderator – Sherry Fullerton
Vice Moderator – Susan Summerfield
Secretary – Carolyn McCallum
Treasurer – Linda Andriolo
Mason Dixon Liaison – Betsy Adams
Threads of Hope Liaison – Sandy Demczak
Cards & Notes – Linda Andriolo & Pam Tarbert
Funeral Luncheons – Carolyn McCallum, Sherry Fullerton, Linda Andriolo, Pam Tarbert
Medical Equipment Closet – Susan Summerfield & Stu Richardson
Remembrance Service – Susan Summerfield & Betsy Adams
Over 80’s Birthday Party – Sandy Demczak
Nominating Committee Liaison – Stu Richardson
Highland Cares “Sunshine Boxes” – Betsy Adams & Pam Tarbert
Highlights – Carolyn McCallum

www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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The Body of Christ serving others . . .

I hope everyone is doing well during these times.
I have never leaned on my faith so much as now. When I consider the situations of families with limited
incomes, hear of neighbors struggling with schooling, drive by businesses that are closing ...
sometimes it is all too much. That is when I stop and pray for peace in my soul and the souls of others.
Ministry is what gives me hope in adversity. The Session of Highland Presbyterian Church has given
Threads of Hope permission to hold Free Shopping Saturdays again! Our second Saturday of the
month opening will be April 10, 2021 from 9:00 AM until 11:00 AM! We will be featuring end of
winter and spring clothing. We will also have our Workday Friday on April 9 from 2:00 PM until 6:00
PM. Pizza will be served at 4:30. Come join us!
It will be good to get back to a scheduled Free Shopping Saturday again! It will be good to see our
shoppers and workers again! We have missed you all so much!
Threads of Hope has been assisting other non-profit organizations and needy families all during the
pandemic by providing clothing and personal care items. We sponsored a Christmas Gift Distribution for
50 families. This was an amazing accomplishment! We are so grateful for God’s goodness at this
time. There are always opportunities to serve Christ in this world. We are glad to be part of it! Make
yourself feel good by culling your closets for Spring clothing and shoes! There is always a need for
personal care items, especially men’s deodorant and shaving cream. Regular items are toothpaste,
toothbrushes, shampoo, moisturizers and such. Thank you for purchasing these!
So … mark your calendars for Workday Friday on April 9 from 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM and Free
Shopping Saturday on April 10 from 9:00 AM until 11:00 AM. Feel like you are providing hope during
adversity by being the hands and feet of Jesus at Threads of Hope Clothing Ministry.
Danielle Wells

www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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PONDERING
As I eat breakfast this morning by our dining room window that over-looks our wooded property,
now covered with snow, drawn to so many frenzied birds feeding frantically now for three days, I am
pondering, yet again; something I do a lot. Yes, we are all together, in the midst of a pandemic and so
many other crises in our nation and world, BUT GOD is still with us, clearly speaking, especially
through nature, giving us great opportunity to seek Him. We are not alone in this life battle, now, or
any other life-storm, as He has promised us this truth. He delivers, warns, preserves and protects; He
inspires, redeems, refreshes and calls us to His spiritual rest, even when troubled over “what-ifs” that
can wear us down if we let them. BUT IF we allow our eyes and ears to become over-burdened from
daily heavy news that causes hopelessness, then we are succumbing to negative thinking, & darkness,
not the LIGHT of the world, Jesus Christ. He is watching us.
This incredibly beautiful snowfall in north Harford and other colder places, forces us to BE STILL
and ponder the gifts of quiet and peace that snow brings. Of course, it means shoveling and changed
plans, & staying inside more, but we are used to that, aren’t we? Even so, we must take extra time
apart, with our Savior, and His Spirit, gifting Him with our precious time that is really His anyway. We
need to express to Him our gratitude for the good that is also happening even now. For, in truth, Jesus
is really the only One Who loves us unconditionally, constantly, while yearning for us to be His forever
friend through eternity. Ponder these things, in the Name of Jesus, please, and remember to Trust Him
to direct all your life-paths. (Prov. 3:5-6)
In prayer,
Carolyn Patrinicola
Highland Prayer Coordinator

www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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Prayer List

* - Denotes New Addition
Thanksgiving For
Vaccines start for 1C! 1B ongoing w/ Harf Co. Health
Jim Richardson’s retirement
Gloria Halsey’s 97th Birthday
Intercessions For …
Jeff Ayres (Betsy Adams)
Mary Bailey (Jean Bullen)
Phillis Bauer (aunt of Danielle Wells)
David Crowl
Family of Ellen Cullum (friend of Linda Andriolo)
Dick Enfield
Kim Good’s family
Edna Holloway (Patrinicolas)
David Hoyt
*Justin Masterson
Ruth Noble (Nancy Meute)
Bob Jones
Myers & Evans Families (Wilson Tharpe)
Bill Netting
George & Jamie O’Day (relatives of Pete McCallum)
Bob Steppling (Claudia Scarborough)
Roy Testerman & Lindsay Wissler (Wilson & Claudia)
Betsy Turner (friend of Stacey Scarff)
Emily Ulmer & family
Avery Watson (granddaughter of Sandy Demczak)
Dave Watson

Long-term Prayers Needed
Marge Bush (mother of Carolyn McCallum)
Thelma Galbreath
Leroy Gross (nephew of Jean Bullen)
Gene & Charles Jones (brother of Gene)
Bill & Evelyn Moessinger
Stu & Heidi Richardson & Dirk
Mother of Jason Scarff

Bill Scott (brother of Elaine Derickson)
Bill Summerfield (brother of Steve S.)
Ruth Diggs, Dave Dorzey & Sharon (Mary Thompson)
Joan Vaughn, family & Meanie Ellis
George & Debbie Wilson (Wilson Tharpe)
Wallace Wilson
Covid 19
Willi Derickson (David Derickson)
Janet Hendershot (Claudia Scarborough)
Maryanne & Roy Hutchins
Joe & Lee (McCallum family)
Jane Summerfield (mother of Steve S.)
Our Military
Cathy Durand, Coast Guard - CA. (daughter)
Russell Heilman, Navy-Florida (Elaine’s son)
Ryan Richardson, Navy
Brian Sealing - Afghanistan
The Maryland National Guard
Ministries
Church - All Leadership
Local - All Outreach Ministries
Missions - Michael & Rachel Ludwig - Niger, Pine
Ridge Reservation & Porcupine Pres. Ch., Lakota friends
Presbytery of Baltimore - W. Virginia Advocacy
Susquehanna Parish - Chestnut Grove Presbyterian
Community, Nation & World Concerns
Major increase of vaccine production, distribution &
shots in arms
Covid “variants” to respond to vaccines
Non-partisanship in government for the people Fair
economic aid to those in need God’s mercy in multiple
U.S. crises LOVE, not hate, to overcome choices

Please notify both the Church Office & Carolyn Patrinicola with all prayer-related
additions, changes & removals to help us with timely information sharing.

**National Suicide Prevention Hotline – 1-800-273-8255**

. . . in serving others, we serve Christ!
www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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Susquehanna Parish
WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICES
Beginning Ash Wednesday, February 17 and ending Maundy Thursday, April 1, the Susquehanna
Parish churches are meeting together via Zoom for Lenten services at 7:00 p.m.

Pastors and lay leaders will officiate the services as we remember, “The Seven Lasts Words of Christ”.
We will hear TWO brief testimonials from various church members as they talk about their faith.
Afterwards, we will break into small “Good News” groups to share with one another what “good
news” we heard in the testimonials.
Use this Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89493830494?
pwd=SXB0WjhhNGNNYWhsZDdTQnp5aWo3UT09
Meeting ID: 894 9383 0494
Passcode: 871555

SAVE THE DATE ~ March 20th

WHAT: PORCUPINE BIBLE CAMP ANNUAL SPAGHETTI DINNER
WHEN: SATURDAY, MARCH 20 – TIME TO BE ANNOUNCED
HOW: CARRYOUT ORDERS ONLY
DUE TO COVID NO SILENT AUCTION WILL BE HELD THIS YEAR.
www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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*SAVE THE DATE*
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2021
11:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Grove Presbyterian Church
50 E. Bel Air Avenue
Aberdeen, MD 21001
Packaging 10,000 meals for Rise Against Hunger is the first of several intergenerational events
planned for our Susquehanna Shared Ministry Group in 2021. We need volunteers of all ages and
monetary donations in order to make this day a success. Youth are encouraged to participate and
children as young as five are welcome with a parent.
Rise Against Hunger is an international hunger relief non-profit organization that coordinates the
packaging and distribution of food to people in developing nations. For more information about RAH
go to www.riseagainsthunger.org.
To volunteer for one of three packaging shifts or to make a donation for the event, go to:
https://rah.secure.force.com/events/homepage?id=7013Z0000025wfz
Donations can also be made (no later than February 21) by check to Highland Presbyterian
Church with the reference HUNGER on the memo line or mailing directly to Rise Against Hunger
108 Darby Commons Court
Folcroft, PA 19032
Indicate "RAH-Feb 27" on the memo line.

Your donation will make a HUGE DIFFERENCE in the life of a child:
$50 = 150 meals
$100 = 300 meals $200 = 600 meals $500 = 1500 meals
Together we can make sure children around the world become all God created them to be!
In order to ensure the safety of volunteers, all COVID protocols will be observed.
Contact Claudia Scarborough - claudiascarborough5@gmail.com - if you have any questions.

www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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SUN

MON

7

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

13

16

17

18

19

20

26

27

Trustee Mtg. 6:30 PM

Worship 10:00 AM
Communion

Deacon Mtg. 7:00 PM

14

15

**Deadline for

Session Mtg.
7:00 PM

Worship 10:00 AM

Happy Valentine’s Day

March Highlights

Worship Service
7:00 PM

21

22

23

24

25

Lenten Service
7:00 PM

First Sunday in Lent

Rise Against
Hunger Event Grove Pres.
11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Worship 10:00 AM

28
Second Sunday in Lent
Worship 10:00 AM

1
2
3
4
5
6

www. highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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9 Jacob Robert Fallon
15 Debbie Ulmer
16 Ruth Cobb
Jack Carlson
23 Thelma Galbreath
24 Claudia Scarborough
25 Alex Welkner
26 Tim Herculson
27 Barbara Richardson
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