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~ MINISTER’S MESSAGE ~

Highland Presbyterian Church During a Pandemic
Not in any of our lifetimes have we known a time like the present. What has transpired in the
past couple of weeks shocks us all. I write this on Tuesday of the second week of being sequestered in
our home. Nancy and I are following the best guidance of our medical community and heading their
directions closely in order to as they say “flatten the curve” of the spread of this pestilence. Your
church leaders are doing the same.
One of the first things we did after hearing the admonition of infectious disease physicians was
to launch a new way to worship and we did not miss a Sunday with the maiden broadcast of Highland
Mobile Church on Sunday, March 15. We are doing it at 11:30 AM because I want to continue it
even when we are able to physically resume our weekly worship gatherings. By simply using your
telephone you can be connected to your Highland church family and people near and far are using it.
Many of our homebound congregation are worshipping with us again!
Also, Deacons and Elders are telephoning the church family roster to check in and see how you
are doing. I very much love this aspect! You are all welcome to call me anytime by using my cell
phone number. It is listed in our directory. I am working from home but am willing to meet you at the
church if you make an appointment with me. Faithful trustees are checking on the church building and
grounds throughout the week.
For this issue of Highland Highlights we are hoping to share your stories of life during the
Covid-19 pandemic. Please send short written vignettes and pictures of what you are doing and perhaps
some of your activities as you hunker down at home. If you have done any writing or journaling
perhaps you would be willing to share. Nancy has a teddy bear displayed in one of our upstairs
windows to encourage children walking through our neighborhood to go on a “bear hunt.” In this
issue and upcoming issues of Highland Highlights we want to feature your stories of life during the
pandemic.
This crisis is giving us all new concerns and real worries. Some of us will lose loved ones to
the virus. While we can persevere together and keep things light there is an undeniable heaviness to it
as well. While scripture passages come to mind so do hymn titles and phrases: “A Mighty Fortress is
Our God,” “O God, Our Help in Ages Past, our Shelter from the Storm,” “It is Well, With My Soul.”
As always, we look to God, pray to God, and rest in God. And we lean on each other as well.
Peace be with you, my friends!

Pastor Ray
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The Session took the following actions in the March 17, 2020 meeting :
 Approved minutes, commission reports, and financial reports
 Arranged for Communion to be held virtually during the April 9, 2020 worship service.
 Discussed numerous strategies for conducting worship and essential church business, using
technology, during the current Covid-19 public health crisis
 Appointed Steele Glenn to collaborate with Mary Petersen to devise a worshipper calling list that will
be divided between the Session and Deacons.

Note from the Deacons Meeting on March 21, 2020:
During this pandemic emergency, Deacons are using the new directory to call each of our
church family to check on them and offer words of encouragement. The plan to stuff Easter gift bags
and deliver them to our elderly unfortunately had to be cancelled this year. At the March Deacons
meeting, the members agreed to donate $100 to FCCAU (supports the homeless) for their Bingo
fund raiser. Also, Deacons will be donating $200 again to Mason Dixon for Easter hams. Hopefully,
these events will be rescheduled in the near future.

Giving
During these days of social distancing and in light of our new way of worshipping and communicating via technology,
it has become very clear that church is more than just a building. As the familiar song lyrics go, “I am the church,
you are the church, WE are the church together”. Even though we are no longer gathering at or working from 701
Highland Road, there are still costs associated with the physical church and its ministry. It is important that we
continue our financial commitment to Highland Presbyterian Church. Here are a few of the ways in which to do that.
For those that have an internet connection, please visit the church website at highlandpresbyterianchurch.org. You
can now give to Highland electronically through our secure e-Giving option provided through the Presbyterian Mission Exchange. You can either give a one-time gift or set up a giving profile, which will save your giving information
to make regular giving easy. With e-giving you can set up regular recurring gifts, one time gifts, or a combination of
both to a variety of accounts. Click “Give Now” to set up your profile and begin giving electronically today! Quite a
few of your fellow congregants use this service regularly.
You may always make your contribution to the Church via check. Mail it to 701 Highland Road, Street, MD 21154 to
the attention of George Patrinicola, Financial Secretary. If you are giving to a certain fund, please designate on your
check and/or giving envelope the amount given to each fund.
If you want to give on a regular basis, having funds transferred electronically from your checking or savings account
to Highland Church will give you that option. You can sign up to have funds withdrawn weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly
from your designated account at your own financial institution. Speak to the manager there for information on how
to set that up. The advantages of this method are never forgetting to write a check and scheduled, consistent giving
provides a steady cash flow for Highland to pay for ministry activities each month.
Most banks offer an online bill-payment feature that is simple and easy to use. If you are using this feature with your
bank today, you can also use it for your weekly or monthly gifts to Highland Presbyterian Church. Use the following
information and format to set up HPC as a payee. Use your name followed by your giving envelope number for the
account.
Highland Presbyterian Church, 701 Highland Road, Street, MD 21154
Remember always that our God is a generous God. Thank you for your prayers and continued financial support of
Highland Presbyterian Church during these challenging times!

Rachel Ayres, Stewardship Chair
www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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The Body of Christ serving others . . .
Thoughts from Threads of Hope Clothing Ministry

by Danielle Wells

The work never stops at Threads of Hope. Despite a world wide pandemic, our neighbors still have needs.
Here are instances when Threads of Hope assisted in two emergency situations. . .
The first was a grandmother who took in her five year old granddaughter after her mother left when the
boyfriend was released from prison. The grandmother was not able to get the five year old’s clothing from
her previous home and came to us for help. We not only were able to help with children’s clothing, but the
grandmother herself needed the basics of jeans and shirts. A personal care bag was put in with her shopping
items. She was so grateful that she offered to come back and volunteer with us. (This was before pandemic
guidelines were in place.)
The second request came just the other day. A gal named Noralee has a friend that just received emergency
custody of her little second cousin. She is one year old and wears 12 to 18 month clothing. We were able to
give her spring clothing, a Little Mermaid riding toy (because she is walking) and a bag of toddler toys (the
all toys were disinfected before she picked them up). She was delighted to have clothing and toys for this
little girl.
Our new protocol during the pandemic is to take a request and fill the request ourselves. We collect items in a
bag and place the bags outside the Threads of Hope door. The person (or persons) in need is contacted and
the bags are picked up. No one comes into the church or the Threads of Hope room except a volunteer. We
use hand sanitizer and clean surfaces. And a disclaimer goes home with them. Part of the disclaimer reads:
“Due to the coronavirus pandemic, Highland Presbyterian Church and Threads of Hope cannot be held
responsible once you take items and/or use them. Please know that we used all necessary precautions to keep
the items as safe as possible. We suggest that you wash all clothing before wearing and wash all toys before
play. Thank you.”
Thank you for letting us use Highland Church to meet the needs of others during difficult times as well as
prosperous times. Thank you for letting us be the hands and feet of Christ.

MARCH’s Threads of Hope Shopping Day was canceled. We look forward to future Free Shopping
Days and seeing our shoppers again! Information via e-mail will be sent out to volunteers on the status
of upcoming Free Shopping Days.
Threads of Hope stands ready to distribute clothing to those in need as long as we are able.
We will be collecting BANDAIDS in APRIL. Please place donations in the Threads of Hope room. Thank you.

Threads of Hope is not accepting donations until after April 14. The mission is not currently staffed on
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons due to pandemic guidelines. Emergency needs can be assisted by
appointment only.

www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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Gov. Hogan has asked us all to
join together on
Sunday April 5, 2020 at 12:00 Noon
for a
Moment of Prayer and Reflection

Pursue Me!
Search diligently
for My peace and rest!
Never stop your God chasing,
for there are rewards in this race
toward an eternal glory goal post.
Never let up in seeking purity.
Never give up and fall behind.
Never allow a defeated heart.
Pursue - move ahead
full speed,
then know
bring such a balm to you.
Nothing of this world can soothe,
like Jesus, the needy internal you.
Ps. 77:6; Prov. 12:27; Jer. 8:22; Rom. 9:30;
1 Cor. 14:1; 2 Cor. 7:10-11; 1 Tim. 4:12, 6:11;
1 Pet. 3:8-12

© Carolyn W. Patrinicola 2/22/01
www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVINGS AND INTERCESSIONS
* - Denotes new addition to the Prayer List
THANKSGIVING FOR…
Highland Christian Ed & Nurture Comm. & SS kids!
INTERCESSIONS FOR …
Aunt & Uncle of Betsy Adams
Anthony Bess (friend of Stacey Scarff)
Amanda, Brenda, Carolyn, Dewitt, John (Claudia & Wilson)
Avery (granddaughter of Sandy Demczak)
Thelma Galbreath
Leroy Gross (nephew of Jean Bullen)
Beth & Gloria Halsey
Chris Hill (husband of Amy)
Roberta Jones (aunt of John Durand)
Ken Killian (friend of Steele Glenn)
Danny Larsen’s In-laws
Annette Lewen
Larry Markle
Evelyn Moessinger
Bill Summerfield (brother of Steve Summerfield)
Caroline Ulmer
Linda (friend of Walkden’s daughter)
Mike & Beth Schmidt and Dave Watson
Lillian (Mildred of Fallston)
All front-line, first responders, & Epi-center- Covid-19
All Assisted Living, Hospice & Nursing Care Residents
LONGTERM PRAYERS NEEDED
Ellen Cullum (friend of Linda Andriolo)
Dirk (brother of Heidi Richardson)
Aunts of John & Martha Durand
Gene & Charles Jones (brother of Gene)
Bill Moessinger
Kenny Reid (friend of Sandy Demczak)
Mother of Jason Scarff
Sharon (aunt of Mary Thompson)
LONGTERM PRAYERS NEEDED
continued...

Pat & Dave Dorzey (parents of Mary Thompson)
Helen Watkins
Wallace Wilson & Family
OUR MILITARY
Cathy Durand, Coast Guard - CA. (daughter)
Russell Heilman, Navy-Florida (Elaine’s son)
Ryan Richardson, Navy
Brian Sealing - Afghanistan
Tanner Wilson, Army- S. Korea (Wilson’s cousin)
The Maryland National Guard
MINISTRIES
Church - All Leadership
Local - All Outreach Ministries
Missions - Michael & Rachel Ludwig - Niger,
Pine Ridge Reservation & Porcupine Pres. Ch.
Presbytery of Baltimore - W. Virginia Advocacy
Susquehanna Parish - Franklinville Pres.
COMMUNITY & WORLD CONCERNS
Coronavirus - control / World-wide effects
on market/economy / All medical supplies
needed for treatment of virus available /
Safe-keeping of all Hospitals, Workers /
Safe-keeping of all travelers
Presidential call for military to assist in hosp.
setup / industry to help produce medical
supplies
National Blood shortage crisis continues
2020 Primary & Election - God’s will
Non-partisanship in our government
Fear control / Faith to grow

Please notify both the Church Office & Carolyn Patrinicola with all prayer-related
additions, changes & removals to help us with timely information sharing.

**National Suicide Prevention Hotline – 1-800-273-8255**

. . . in serving others, we serve Christ!
www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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Thoughts shared by Intern Steele Glenn . . .
During this time someone will ask, “Where is God?”
May I offer that he is with the doctors and nurses exposing themselves to the virus. He is
with the patients who benefit from this loving care. He is with the people in the grocery
stores working to keep supplies. He is with the truck driver who is bringing us supplies.
He is with law enforcement, and military volunteers setting up emergency hospitals. He
is with many others who are giving of themselves; If even just to make one life better.
And he is with pastors, and congregations praying in his name. In short God never left
us, but instead has drawn us even closer.
Coronavirus
History will remember when the world stopped
And the flights stayed on the ground.
And the cars parked in the street.
And the trains didn’t run.
History will remember when the schools closed
And the children stayed indoors
And the medical staff walked towards the fire
And they didn’t run.
History will remember when the people sang
On their balconies, in isolation
But so very much together
In courage and song.
History will remember when the people fought
For their old and their weak
Protected the vulnerable
By doing nothing at all.
History will remember when the virus left
And the houses opened
And the people came out
And hugged and kissed
And started again ~
Kinder than before.

by Donna Ashworth

www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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Pastor Ray and Nancy out enjoying a walk on one of the
early Coronavirus days!!

Pastor Ray’s virus

doodlings

Julie-Anna’s green thumb
at work gardening!!!
This is a picture / video from the cockpit of a USCG Helicopter
flown by Lt. Catherine Durand (Daughter of John & Martha).
She is still flying missions during the pandemic as needed.
This video clip and one more can be viewed on Highland
Congregation (and friends) Facebook page.
How truly awesome to see a rainbow from this prospective thanks for sharing this beauty with us and thank you for
your service Cathy!

Mother & Daughter ~
Jeanne & Amy settled in to
participate in Sunday’s
Mobile Church Worship!!
www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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PORCUPINE BIBLE CAMP
We are still planning for our annual visit to the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota to provide
a Vacation Bible School for the children in the Porcupine community. This will be our 8 th year and
we hope to have a team of 18 adults and youths make the trip. The group will be leaving early in
the morning from BWI on Saturday, July 18 and returning the evening of Saturday, July 25. The
camp runs four days, Monday through Thursday from 9:00 to 12:30. Included is a full day of sightseeing for the staff on Friday.

Raffle Tickets are still available!!! Please contact Claudia Scarborough or
Debbie Glenn to get yours before the drawing on April 18!
Handmade Quilt Raffle
This beautiful two-sided quilt was
generously made and donated by
Holly Kravec from Fallston Pres. Church.
Raffle tickets are $5.00 ea.
or 5 tickets for $20.00.
All proceeds go to the
2020 Porcupine Bible Camp!
Drawing for the Quilt will be April 18th!!

www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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Palm Sunday ~ 11:30 AM
Highland Mobile Church Worship
“Stations of the Cross”

This short film was produced by Elder Amy Hill and several Highland
Presbyterian children and their families. It is a presentation of the
Stations of the Cross through our Lord’s Passion. Please use it as a
part of your experience of this sacred week.

https://youtu.be/xK72Z8GfsxA

Maundy Thursday ~ 7:00 PM
Highland Mobile Church Worship
Communion will be celebrated. Please prepare your own elements
to partake.

Good Friday Meditation
Read
Matthew 26: 36 ~ Matthew 27:61

Easter Sunday ~ 11:30 AM
Highland Mobile Church Worship
further instruction to come this week.

www. highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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