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~ MINISTER’S MESSAGE ~

Living the Story, Sharing the Story
“Some Hard Questions”
First, I would like to thank the Session and the Congregation for your many gifts and kindnesses
through the Christmas season. With all of the special programs during the Advent and Christmas seasons,
Highland was full of joy and love. It was also a difficult season for the many in our congregation who
experienced the death of dear ones in the last year or so. Perhaps you were blessed in some powerful way
through the deep meaning of Christmas.
As we move into 2018 (I celebrate my 30th year of ordination this year) “Living the Story, Sharing the
Story” we will tackle some of the harder questions with which people of faith wrestle. The overall purpose as
with the whole series is to equip ourselves better to interact with others about the deeper meaning of life and to
share our faith as well. Perhaps thinking through some of the harder and more persistent questions will be
helpful in the effort.
The questions are:
1) How do we interact with people of other faiths?
2) Why do we need the church?
3) What happens when we die?
4) Why do bad things happen to good people?
Try not to miss a Sunday in January and invite friends and neighbors.
Fondly,

Pastor Ray
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Coming in January:
Answering some Hard Questions about our Faith!

SESSION NOTES—
The Session took the following actions in its meeting the month of December:
Approved minutes, commission reports and financial reports.
Arranged for Communion to be held at the January 7 worship service.
Approved the Communion schedule for 2018.
Agreed to call a special congregational meeting for January 14, 2018 for the purpose of electing officers.
Agreed to set the annual congregational meeting for January 28, 2018, following worship service.
Approved the Budget for 2018, subject to the congregation’s review of changes to Rev. Meute’s terms of
call at the annual meeting.
Approved the incoming Treasurer’s request to expend $550.00 to purchase QuickBooks financial
software, purchase a laptop, to convert current data to QuickBooks and for training.
Approved hiring a payroll service.
Elected Guy Matta Co-Treasurer.
Authorized Claudia Scarborough, Gene Jones and Guy Matta as authorized signers to Highland’s general
fund account at PNC Bank.
Continued its study of Unbinding the Gospel: Real Life Evangelism, by Martha Grace Reese.

The Deacons delivered gifts and meal items to 3 families this season. Thank you to out congregation for the overwhelming support once again.
The Deacons have been supporting the mission “ Threads of Hope”, with a meal for the volunteers on Friday
evenings, the night prior to distribution Saturday. This meal is always appreciated. Additional help is needed for
sorting and hanging clothes by anyone that may be available for 15 minutes after worship on Sundays, prior to
the distribution day.
Christmas gift bags were assembled and will be taken to our members that have a difficult time coming to
church.

www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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The Body of Christ serving others . . .
EMERGENCY ROTATING HOMELESS SHELTER (ERS)
Eleven years ago, before the Welcome One Shelter was established in Belcamp, Highland was one
of many Harford County churches that volunteered to shelter homeless adults for one week during
the winter. The ERS program will work similarly for twelve weeks this winter. While Highland is
not able to be a host church this year, we would like to offer the following services to the ERS
program through the middle of March.
Provide one or two volunteers for weekday afternoons at the Day Shelter run by New Hope
Community Church in Edgewood. This would consist of volunteering 2-3 hours between
1:00 PM and 4:30 PM to give the staff (one person) an opportunity to complete other work.
A few days a week would be very helpful. This is their biggest need at this time.
Provide a meal or a dish for one of the host churches that cannot secure enough volunteers to
prepare dinner. Food could be made at home and transported to the host church.
Provide one or two volunteers to stay overnight at one of the host churches if they cannot secure
enough volunteers for that task. Each host church is required to have two volunteers to stay
overnight. A security guard provided by the ERS program also will spend the night.
Provide donations of toilet paper, paper towels, paper plates, disposable coffee cups, napkins,
plastic cutlery, coffee, sugar, and creamer for the Day Shelter. A box will be placed in the
Narthex for those donations.
If you are interested in volunteering for any of the above, please call or email Steve or Mary Petersen
and let us know. We will build a list of people willing to participate in this mission. When a call
comes into the Coordinators that a volunteer is needed for any of the above, we will see if we have
anyone available. We know that our congregation cares deeply about the less fortunate. Highland’s
participation in the ERS program is dependent on the congregation’s support. The bitter weather that
we are experiencing right now makes us appreciate how good it feels to get indoors out of the wind
and cold. It is important that we help our homeless neighbors have a warm and safe place to shelter
this winter.
Steve Petersen (410-459-1979) Email: fabfive@zoominternet.net
Mary Petersen (410-459-3305) Email: fabfive@zoominternet.net

First Sunday Serve ~ each month in Threads of Hope Ministry
Our Ministry Team would like to invite, encourage and yes, even challenge the congregation
to visit Threads of Hope the first Sunday of each month to volunteer for 15 minutes or so
following worship!!
For those who attend Adult Sunday School we would be very happy to have you visit for 15
minutes following your class time! If everyone that is able could give just 15 minutes the
first Sunday of each month, it would be so helpful in preparing to be open to the community
that next weekend and so very much appreciated!!
Give it a try . . . you will love how awesome it feels to help others!!
www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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We served 200 patrons in December~ this includes 120 people
who visited and the people from their family or community that
were in need of clothing but could not attend.

Warm Clothing & Linens are especially needed through February . . .
Coats, gloves, hats, scarves, boots, sweaters, etc.
Towels and sheets and blankets of all bedding sizes are needed.
Seasonal clothing donations only please.
Recycled yellow/blue grocery bags are needed for our patrons.
Please note: We request that people from our community please deliver donations on
2nd Saturday if at all possible.
Volunteers
The next opportunity to serve is FIRST SUNDAY SERVE - Jan. 7th following worship!!
Then, Threads of Hope Work Day is Friday, Jan. 12th from 2:00 - 6:00 PM and / or
Saturday, Jan. 13th from 9:00 - 11:00 AM when the ministry is open to the community!
Volunteers are always needed. Please email Sherry (sherry456@verizon.net) if you would like to help.

“Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.”
~ Romans 12:13 NIV ~

Our Threads of Hope Christmas event on December 9 was a huge success. Despite a cold, snowy, day,
over 120 people signed in and shopped for their families and friends – enabling us to serve over 200
people in our community. There was a very festive atmosphere in Netting Hall as Christmas carols
played, and our guests enjoyed a light breakfast provided by the Deacons. We had a huge selection of
toys this year plus jewelry, household items, coats and hats, underwear, and personal hygiene items all
donated by our church family and members of the community. The smiles on people’s faces as they
picked out gifts for their loved ones was heartwarming. Our patrons were truly grateful for this opportunity to make Christmas special for their families.
A huge thank you to all of the wonderful volunteers who helped make this event possible. Girl Scout
Troop #5275 manned a gift wrapping station and a crafts station. Their cheerful smiles and friendly
faces were appreciated by all. Thank you to our Deacons for the breakfast on Saturday as well as their
support all year long with meals for our volunteers. Thank you to our congregation for donations of
clothing and gift items, and to all the volunteers who worked from Sunday through Saturday to set up
the hall and then clean up after the event was over. A special thank you goes out to the Compassionate
Center for the large donation of toys and baby equipment. So, thank you, thank you, to all who helped
in any way. Your support makes this mission possible. We will continue offering a warm smile and
hope and comfort to everyone we meet. As we give to others, we are blessed.
www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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Just Enough . . .
Whenever we have small doses of snow, like the few inches we've experienced at the end
of 2017 - just enough to hide the all-brown and leafless views, it is as if there is a message
being sent from above. That's how I view it, anyway. Always, it seems to me as though
these light snowfalls are a fresh covering of whiteness, like the purity and freshness that
repentance also brings. It is as if the new covering says, "all is forgiven; no need to focus
on what is beneath," for we have begun again - a new beginning has been granted. The
dried, brown leaves that we didn't get rake up, are like the sins we have given over to God
but He has forgotten them, if we were sincere.
When the snow melts, just because we see what remains from our windows, we are not to
think on those things any more. God tells us to not keep a record of wrongs. We are to give
our burdens over to Him (Matt. 11:28-30), and let Him carry them or take over resolving
them His way. Of course, the Spirit may lead us to do our part, but not to worry as we are
following Him His way. We are to simply let Him renew our minds and divinely repair and
restore.
I believe this is how we should begin 2018 and all times after we let go and let God. May
the view from your home windows be seen as something God created and that He desires
to assist in the upkeep, and clean-up, in His timing.
In His Glorious Name,
Carolyn Patrinicola
Highland Prayer Ministry

www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVINGS AND INTERCESSIONS
* - Denotes new addition to the Prayer List
THANKSGIVING FOR...
Praise the Lord for a healthy and safe coming year.
the presence and guidance of the Lord in our church.

INTERCESSIONS FOR …
Peg Bondorew & John Durand (Durand Family)
Sylvia (aunt of Sandy Demczak)
Marge Bush (mother of Carol McCallum)
Gordon Edwards (grandfather of Julie-Anna Shahan)
Yvonne Fonner & John Varvaris (family of Valerie Matta)
Barbara Holloway (sister of Ruth Lawrence)
Bud Knell
Jim Lawrence & loved ones
Tina Maines
Edie Meyer (sister of Linda Andriolo)
Vi Smith (wife of Pastor Todd Smith)
Cecil Taylor (brother-in-law of Norma Taylor)
Kristen Wade-Nawrocki (daughter of Laura Wade)
Alisha Weiland (McCallum Family)
SHUT-IN / REHAB
Ruth Cobb
Thelma Galbreath
Helen Watkins

OUR MILITARY
Russell Heilman, Navy-Florida (Elaine’s son)
James B. Mitchell, Army (C’laudia’s grandson)
Tanner Wilson, Army- S. Korea (Wilson’s cousin)
All military & their loved ones
The Maryland National Guard
MINISTRIES
Church - Officers and Board Members
Local - Mason-Dixon Ministerium
Missions - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Camp Andrew & Camp Donegal
Presbytery of Baltimore - West Virginia
Advocacy, Cuban Partnership
Susquehanna Parish - Chestnut Grove Pres.
Church
COMMUNITY & WORLD CONCERNS
Local & Nat'l Addiction Crisis
Wisdom & unity of U.S./world leaders
All victims of U.S. & world terrorism
World peace
All MD & National Police Depts.
May all choose life before acting

*Please notify both the Church Office & Carolyn Patrinicola with all prayer-related additions,
changes & removals to help us with timely information sharing.

Prayer is as much about listening
as it is about speaking

. . . in serving others, we serve Christ!
www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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The Ladies of Highland are gathering the 2nd Thursday of each month for some social time. This takes place
at 5:30 pm at Geneva Twin Silos Restaurant (Geneva Golf Course). Please join us for some conversation &
good food. Our next gathering is, January 11 ~ we look forward to this time together!

A ‘Reverse’ Birthday Celebration
Sunday, January 14th

Here is an excerpt from the family reflections read at Marcia Jones’s service:
“… but in our family we celebrated an unofficial holiday – Marcia’s birthday! Every January 16th, Marcia

wanted a big family gathering. Mom would host a birthday celebration with a set guest list and a set menu. Jim
and Barbara’s family topped the guest list – (the Richardsons!) along with the other siblings. We would often
invite a surprise guest to join in the celebration.”
Marcia would have celebrated her 56th birthday in 2018. To remember her this year, our family would like to
host a “Potlatch” right after the 10:00 church service on January 14th. A potlatch is a gift-giving feast practiced
by indigenous peoples of the Pacific Northwest Coast of Canada and the United States. The word comes from
the Chinook, meaning “to give away” or “a gift”. Marcia was proud of her house and was meticulous about the
way in which she kept her things. Our family would like to “gift” something to the people at Highland whom
she loved. If you’d like a little memento for your home that, when you see it, you smile and think of Marcia,
come out to church during the social hour on January 14th for cake and a chance to choose something that had
belonged to her.

Highland Men’s Breakfast Group
Calling all men ~ that are early risers, retired or that have flexible morning work schedules come
join us on Friday, Jan. 26th at 7:30 AM at Delta Family Restaurant . . . what is better than
Food and Fellowship on a Friday!! If you have any questions please contact George Patrinicola.

www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org
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Mark your calendars . . .
Special Congregational Meeting ~ Session has called for a Special Congregational
Meeting to be held immediately following worship on Sunday, January 14th, for the
purpose of electing Officers for the 2018 year.
Annual Congregational Meeting ~ Highland’s Annual Congregational Meeting will
be held on Sunday, January 28th following worship - a covered dish luncheon will be
held prior to the start of the meeting. . . more details to follow.
Annual Reports ~ All Church Officers and Board Leaders are asked to submit an
Annual Report for their group to the church office by the morning of Friday, January
12th. These reports will be compiled and made available to the congregation by Sunday,
January 21st for review prior to the Annual Meeting scheduled for January 28th.

Christmas 2017
I can’t begin to thank everyone for the cards, notes of encouragement
and support that you have sent me in this year of BIG changes. I have
now moved to Phoenix Arizona. I attended a 3rd rehab center here
with amazing improvement and success. I am now living in my own
apartment in a senior living “Resort” - using a walker in my apartment.
My meals are provided in a formal dining room and I have nursing
assistants to help me - so no cooking and no cleaning!!
I miss all of my friends and fondly talk and reminisce of our fun times
and trips - but I enjoy my family being close . . . and the warm climate
and heated outdoor pool have made it easy to adapt!!
Merry Christmas!
Love,
Ruth

www.highlandpresbyterianchurch.org

(Ruth Cobb)
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SUN

MON

TUE

WED

1

2

3
No Music Reh.

New
Year’s
Day
7

THU

8

Baptism of the Lord
Worship 10:00 AM
Communion
S.S. (Pre-K - 5th gr.) during worship
S.S. for 6th gr. - Adult
11:15 AM
Children’s Choir 11:15 AM

9

FRI

SAT

4

5

Al-Anon Mtg7:00 PM

10

Epiphany
of the
Lord
11

12

Hart Heritage
10:30 AM

Praise Team
Reh. 6:30 PM

Al-Anon Mtg7:00 PM

Trustee Mtg 6:30 PM

Chancel Choir
Reh - 7:15 PM

Ladies Night Out
5:30 PM
Threads of Hope
Work Day -2:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Deacon Mtg 7:00 PM

6

DEADLINE for

13
Threads of Hope

Annual Reports! 9:00 - 11:00 AM

Girl Scouts Mtg 5:00 - 7:00 PM

14

15

Worship 10:00 AM S.S. (Pre-K - 5th gr.) during worship
Special Congregational
Mtg - immediately
following worship
S.S. for 6th gr. - Adult
11:15 AM
Children’s Choir 11:15 AM

21

22

16

17

Session Mtg 7:00 PM

Praise Team
Reh. 6:30 PM

**Deadline for
January
Highlights **

Chancel Choir
Reh - 7:15 PM

23

Worship 10:00 AM S.S. (Pre-K - 5th gr.) during worship
S.S. for 6th gr. - Adult
11:15 AM
Children’s Choir 11:15 AM

24
Al-Anon Mtg7:00 PM

Chancel Choir
Reh - 7:15 PM

29

30

Worship 10:00 AM S.S. (Pre-K - 5th gr.) during worship

19

20

25

26

27

Al-Anon Mtg7:00 PM

Praise Team
Reh. 6:30 PM

28

18

Men’s Breakfast
Delta Family Rest.
7:30 AM

31
Praise Team
Reh. 6:30 PM
Chancel Choir
Reh - 7:15 PM

Annual Congregational
Mtg. & Luncheon immediately following
worship

2

Sherry Fullerton
Spencer Herculson
Emory Flowers
5 David Thompson
Mary Jane DeBaugh
Lily Claire DeBaugh

www. highlandpresbyterianchurch.org

17
19
20
26

David Crowl
Marilyn Thompson
Ruth Ann Barrett
Wilson Tharpe
John Walkden
Scott Poteet
Kelsey Jean Fullerton
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